PART x: 1784
me, that upon one occasion when he said to him that he saw
health returning to his cheek, Johnson seized him by the
hand and exclaimed, 'Sir, you are one of the kindest friends
I ever had.'
His great fear of death, and the strange dark manner in
which Sir John Hawkins imparts the uneasiness which he ex-
pressed on account of offences with which he charged him-
self, may give occasion to injurious suspicions, as if there had
been something of more than ordinary criminality weighing
upon his conscience. On that account, therefore, as well as
from the regard to truth which he inculcated, I am to men-
tion, (with all possible respect and delicacy, however,) that
his conduct, after he came to London, and had associated
with Savage and others, was not so strictly virtuous, in one
respect, as when he was a younger man.9 It was well known,
that his amorous inclinations were uncommonly strong and
impetuous. He owned to many of his friends, that he used
to take women of the town to taverns, and hear them relate
their history. In short, it must not be concealed, that, like
many other good and pious men, among whom we may place
the Apostle Paul upon his own authority, Johnson was not
free from propensities which were ever 'warring against the
law of his mind,' - and that in his combats with them, he
was sometimes overcome.
I heard Dr Johnson once observe, There is something noble
in publishing truth, though it condemns one's self.' And one
who said in his presence, lie had no notion of people being
in earnest in their good professions, whose practice was not
suitable to them,' was thus reprimanded by him : - 'Sir, are
you so grossly ignorant of human nature as not to know that
a man may be very sincere in good principles, without having
good practice?*
It is not my intention to give a very minute detail of the
particulars of Johnson's remaining days, of whom it was now
evident, that the crisis was fast approaching. Yet it will be
instructive, as well as gratifying to the curiosity of my
readers, to record a few circumstances, on the authenticity of
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